Crystals of the title compound, C 15 H 14 N 2 S 2 , were obtained from a condensation reaction of benzyl dithiocarbazate and benzaldehyde. The molecule assumes an E configuration about the N C double bond. The phenyl ring of the thioester group is nearly perpendicular to the dithiocarbazate plane, with a dihedral angle of 84.60 (5) . In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁS hydrogen bonding links adjacent molecules to form a centrosymmetric supramolecular dimer. 
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Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Comment
Hydrazone and its derivatives have attracted our much attention as they showed the potential application in biological field (Okabe et al., 1993; Hu et al., 2001) . As part of ongoing investigation on anti-cancer compounds the title compound has been prepared and its crystal structure is presented here.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The N1-C7 bond distance (Table 1) indicates a typical C═N double bond; around the C═N bond the molecule assumes an E-configuration, similar to that found in methyl (β-N-phenylmethylene)dithiocarbazate (Shan et al., 2006) . The dithiocarbazate moiety is coplanar with the C1-phenyl ring, the dihedral angle of 0.99 (11)° agrees with 3.00 (6)° found in methyl β-N-nitrophenylmethylenedithiocarbazate (Shan et al., 2008) . In the thioester group, the C10-phenyl ring is nearly perpendicular to the dithiocarbazate plane with a dihedral angle of 84.60 (5)°. The S2-C8-N2 bond angle of 113.71 (12)° is much smaller than the S1-C8-N2 bond angle of 121.27 (13)°, which agrees with those found in related structures (Shan et al., 2006; Zhang et al., 2005) .
In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are linked into a centro-symmetric supra-molecular dimer by intermolecular N-H···S hydrogen bonding ( Fig. 1 and Table 2 ).
Experimental
Benzyl dithiocarbazate was synthesized in the manner reported previously (Hu et al., 2001) . Benzyl dithiocarbazate (1.98 g, 10 mmol) and benzaldehyde (1.06 g, 10 mmol) were dissolved in ethanol (40 ml) and the solution was refluxed for 12 h. Yellow crystalline product appeared after cooling to room temperature. They were separated and washed with cold water three times. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by recrystallization from an ethanol solution. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none 
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